
From: 

Sent on: 

To: 

Morrison, David <Morrison.David@epa.gov> on behalf of Morrison, David 

Sunday, May 6, 2018 1:37:04 PM 

Muhtsun, Ruth <muhtsU11.ruth@epa.gov>; Mitchell, 
James <mitchell.james@epa.gov>; Miller, Kristina <mille:r.kristina@epa.gov>; 
Hassan, Jacob <hassan.jacob@epa.gov>; Borries, 
Samuel <borries.samuel@epa.gov>; El-Zein, Jason <el-zein.jason@epa.gov>; 
Augustyn, James <augustyn.james@epa.gov>; Ribordy, 
Michael <ribordy.mike@epa.gov>; Mankowski, 
Matthew <mankowski.matthew@epa.gov>; Brown, 
Jaime <brown.jaime@epa.gov>; Bassler, Rachel <Bassle:r.Rachel@epa.gov>; 
Kelley, Jeff <kelley.jeff@epa.gov>; Ballotti, Doug <ballotti.douglas@epa.gov>; 
Fortin, Denise <Fo:rtin.Denise@epa.gov>; Rowan, 
Anne <rowan.anne@epa.gov>; Thiede, Kurt <thiede.kurt@epa.gov>; Durno, 
Mark <durno.mark@epa.gov> 

Subject: Fwd: Superior Update - Summary from First Week 

Attachments: Superior Oil Refinery General Health Questions.final.pdf (234.52 KB), 
ATT0000l.htm (179 Bytes) 

Nice Update from the liaison officer. 
David 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: John Obery <John.Obery@huskyenergy.com> 
Date: May 6, 2018 at 8:24:32 AM CDT 
To: "David Mon-ison (mon-ison.david@epa.gov)" <mon-ison.david@epa.gov>, "Ruth 
(Mitzy) Wright (wright.ruth@dol.gov)" <wright.ruth@dol.gov>, "Mark Wingard 
( mark.wingard@csb.gov)" <mark. wingard@csb.gov> 
Subject: FW: Superior Update - Summary from First Week 

All-

Please see below. This was written to brief stakeholders on the progress over the past week, and the 
status of our various environmental and safety efforts to date. Please distribute as you wish. 
Let me know if you have any questions. 
Best, 
John 
From: Mel Duvall 
Sent: Saturday, May 05, 2018 7:03 PM 
To: Amy Rode; Adam Sparkes; John M OBrien; Becki Meyers; John Obery 
Cc: Janet Annesley; Dan Cuthbertson; Kim Guttormson; Carla Yuill; Michelle Harries; Elizabeth 
Westersund; Joey Norton; Paul Harris; Tim Peper 
Subject: RE: Superior Update - Summary from First Week 

949308



Please use this version. 
Husky Superior Refinery Incident 

One Week Summary 
Overview 
Husky Energy continues to work with the community, government agencies and its employees to 
recover. Working in partnership with community leadership, municipal, state agencies and federal 
agencies, we have made progress over the last week towards the goal of securing and stabilizing the 
refinery. This progress report for community leadership, is intended to keep the community apprised of 
the ongoing safety and environmental mitigation, recovery efforts and the environmental monitoring 
results. 
Approximately 316 employees and contractors are now at the refinery site daily, and about 90 people 
are staffing the Emergency Operations Center on Hammond Avenue in Superior. An additional 37 
workers are in the community, performing such tasks as air monitoring, claims processing and debris 
cleanup. 
Electricity has been restored to a number of buildings at site, including the administration building and 
the wastewater treatment plant. 
We are beginning to clear areas within the facility so we can facilitate cleanup and the next phases of 
work. Work began Friday, May 4 to clean up debris on the nearby golf course and on areas adjacent to 
Stinson Avenue. Once debris is cleared, Stinson Avenue will be reopened to traffic. Also, beginning 
Saturday, May 5, debris is being removed from residential areas within the community. Crews are 
seeking homeowner permission before accessing properties. 
Husky has established a toll free help line and will continue running newspaper and online 
advertisements and radio spots to raise awareness of its availability and to encourage residents to call. 
The 24-hour residents' line is available to assist with claims related to the incident, such as 
accommodations or transportation, and other supports, including access to counselling. The toll-free 
number is: 1-855-527-5002. 

As of Saturday morning, May 5, approximately 1,315 claims had been received. Good progress is being 
made in addressing the claims and in many cases, we have been able to issue payments by direct 
deposit, or via check with claims adjusters on site at a local hotel. 
Environmental Overview 
Environmental and regulatory agencies were immediately notified of the incident and conducted 
independent responses. Husky continues to cooperate fully with the US Environmental Protection 
Agency and the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WDNR). 

Air: 
The fire resulted in a significant smoke and soot plume that moved downwind from the refinery in a 
southwest direction. Based on actual confirmatory visual and photographic evidence collected from 
within and surrounding the identified plume migration boundary, there has been no evidence of visible 
soot deposition related to the incident. Douglas County Department of Health and Community Services 
has prepared an update regarding soil and gardening health information (attached). 
Husky and US EPA implemented environmental monitoring immediately following the incident and an 
evacuation was ordered as a precautionary measure. In addition to US EPA's monitoring, Husky has 
collected over 1.5 million records on the air quality in the community and refinery. None of that 
monitoring showed any elevated levels of emissions above health-based thresholds. The air quality 
monitoring was conducted at over 3,100 locations in the community. In addition, there are 15 fixed 
monitors placed on the facility fence line, encircling the facility. The results of this community 
monitoring program can be found on the Douglas County Health Department's website. 



Water: 
Water collected during firefighting is being contained within the refinery's storm water and fire water 
containment system. Water is now circulating in the wastewater treatment plant, which is an important 
step in our management of water on site. Husky and WDNR are regularly collecting surface water 
samples from the onsite storm water ponds used to contain this runoff, and at multiple locations along 
the length of Newton Creek down to Hog Island Inlet. Water samples collected post incident to date are 
comparable to baseline samples pre-incident under normal refinery operating conditions, with the 
exception of trace amounts of Perfluoroalkyl Sulfonate (PFAS) - a chemical component found in 
firefighting foam. The WDNR has been notified. A treatment strategy for the impounded water on site is 
being prepared. 
Wildlife: 
Protections and deterrents for wildlife have been implemented as part of the facility response. To date 
there are two known impacts. One resident deer has been identified with oil staining on all four lower 
legs and one deceased common grackle has been found. The deer is being monitored. A decision has 
been made not to tranquilize the deer to remove the oil as it is not showing negative impacts. There has 
been no observed impacts to fish or other aquatic life in the onsite storm water ponds or Newton Creek 
as a result of the incident. Water monitoring continues. 
Debris: 

Debris from the refinery scattered to areas outside the refinery and towards the southwest. Most of the 
material consists of mineral wool and foam insulation, and may be charred from the fire. Due to the 
material's age, we are in the process of testing the material as we collect it to ensure it does not contain 
asbestos. Evaluation to date of the mineral wool and foam insulation found offsite determined these are 
not considered asbestos containing materials. Air monitoring results from the refinery in the area of the 
damaged equipment have not exceeded indoor air quality standards for asbestos. Husky has been and 
continues to collect this material on a systematic and request basis (via the toll free number). If you 
have debris on your property, please contact Husky via the toll free number. 


